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ties as well as the moralities of life are everywhere 
pressing it upon the nations. 

The Congress is meeting in the great hall of the old 
Corcoran Art Gallery, which is richly decorated for the 
occasion. There are delegates present from fifty-five 
countries, including nearly all of those in the postal 
union. The Congress was welcomed by Postmaster- 
General Gary who said that it was "probable that by the 
time the Congress adjourns the sun will not rise upon a 
civilized people nor set upon an organized government 
which is not included in the wise and beneficent jurisdic- 
tion of the Universal Postal Union." General G. S. 
Batcheller, the oldest of the United States delegates, is 
President of the Congress. Mr. Hehn, director of the 
Postal Union at Berne, is Secretary. The desk of Dr. 
von Stephan, of Germany, the founder of the Postal 
Union, to whose recent decease allusion was made in our 
last number, has been draped in mourning. Allusion was 
made in the opening address by Mr. Gary to the fact that 
the idea of a permanent Universal Postal Union origin- 
ated with Postmaster-General Blair of this country in 
August 1862. Thus this whole great postal system has 
grown up within thirty- five years. 

The sessions of the Congress are held behind closed 
doors. The discussions are in French. The Congress 
is carefully examining all the provisions of the present 
postal union laws with a view to revision where neces- 
sary. The work is done chiefly by Committees which 
examine the subjects and then report them about once a 
week to the full Congress, which is expected to continue 
in session for about two weeks more. 



OUR UN-AMERICAN ANGLOMANIA. 

It is not often that we give any attention to an anony- 
mous letter. But the one given below is so refreshing in 
its frankness and naivete" that we are sure the reading of 
it will give great pleasure to all our friends. It is delightful 
to be thrashed in such an unconventional way. We fairly 
felt our back bleed with pleasure as we read. We com- 
mend the letter of this young apostle of prejudice and 
hate to him of the Outlook who wrote the article alluded 
to on " School Histories." It was he who has gotten 
us into all this trouble. We borrowed his article and 
in turn are delighted to lend him our thrashing. We 
commend the letter also to all " our English cousins." 
How very pleased they will be to see exactly in what light 
their country is regarded by a genuine American whose 
name even, if we had it, would show no trace of Anglo- 
Saxon depravity ! How appalled they will be to learn in 
just what way England is to come to her ruin ! And how 
they will hasten to repent in sackcloth and ashes, like the 
people of Nineveh, before St. Paul's begins to tumble 
down on their heads ! 



Editor of the Advocate of Peace : 

I have with great interest read several numbers of your 
paper, and the more I read the more un-American do I 
find your institution to be. The ostensible object of your 
association is to effect international peace. This, sir, I 
venture to assert, can never be accomplished. War will 
ever be the instrument by which the Almighty castigates 
sinful nations ; and consequently, in your endeavors to 
abolish war you are bringing upon yourselves the difficult 
task to abolish sin. 

I would refer you to the gospel of St. Luke, if you 
wish to learn the sentiments of Scripture on war (Luke 
Chap. XXI.), wherein, it is asserted that at the end of 
the world nation shall rise against nation etc. 

Before I proceed farther, sir, allow me to inform you 
that I am an American-born citizen, though of German 
descent ; and as such, sir, I became very indignant when 
I scanned an article in the May number entitled " School 
Histories and International Animosities." In this article, 
I affirm, you make an unjust attack upon American his- 
tories, you very nearly implying as much as if we were 
to have our history written or at least ratified by British 
historians. 

Commenting on the unjust dislike that Americans have 
for the " mother country," the worthy Samuel Plimsoll de- 
clares that the English have no such feeling toward 
America. Sir, does this Mr. Plimsoll know the history 
and nature of his own countrymen ? Apparently not. 

The English have always taken the lead in creating 
animosity between the two nations. Again, sir, how can 
you reasonably demand good feelings between the two 
nations, when such writers as Mr. Dickens have done 
their utmost to place the social affairs of our country in a 
degraded light? Sir, I would advise the author of the 
above mentioned article to study the history of the 
United States more thoroughly, and if he be an American, 
he will certainly find no cause to blame the American 
school boy for entertaining hostile, I should rather say, 
prejudiced opinions on the British. 

The act of vandalism perpetrated by the British when 
at the capitol, the dastardly act of seizing Union vessels, 
and siding with the rebel in the cause of secession and 
slavery, can never be forgotten by a true citizen. Again, 
dear sir, if you wish to know why the prejudices of the 
American are levelled specially at Great Britain, you 
must recollect that we have never come into hostile con- 
tact with any but Britain's often unjust views. 

Sir, if you have ever read Irving's works (a fact which 
I doubt greatly) , you will find that England, or, as you 
call her, " the mother country" has always set us a bad 
example. To quote a passage from Irving's " English 
Writers on America:" "She (England) is instilling 
anger and resentment into the bosom of a youthful na- 
tion, to grow with its growth, and strengthen with its 
strength. If in America, as some of her (England's) 
writers are laboring to convince her, she is to find an in- 
vidious rival and a gigantic foe, she may thank those 
very writings for having provoked rivalship and irritated 
hostility." Thus, my dear sir, British and not American 
writers are the cause of the dislike existing between the 
two countries. I should advise you to read this entire 
production of Irving's, and your Anglo-mania may be 
partially dispelled. 

While the national character of America was still in a 
state of fermentation , England had the audacity to sour 
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it; let her now eat the sour and disagreeable bread. 

Moreover, if England is our "mother country," should 
she not set her daughter an example of good feeling ? 
But the hypocrite far from effecting peace, is constantly, 
and has always been, stirring other nations against each 
other. 

She has driven nearly all of the generous Irish race 
from the land of their fathers, and I am of the opinion 
that some day she shall meet with her ruin at the hands 
of the Irish immigrants' descendants. Yes, England's 
cup is full and perhaps the day is not far at hand when 
some traveller from New Zealand shall stand on London 
Bridge and sketch the ruins of St. Paul's. 

But if you are so anxious to effect good feeling with 
the " mother," I had almost said " step-molher " coun- 
try, you had better begin a reformation in England itself. 
Tell your English cousins, we Americans, made up almost 
entirely of Irish, German, Italian, Negro, etc. blood can 
take care of ourselves. 

I have observed that all the leading men of your asso- 
ciation bear Anglo-Saxon names ; this already would 
show why you so imploringly beg us to love our good ( ?) 
mother England ; this alone proves you to be Anglo- 
maniacs and will certainly not infuse faith into the heart 
of an Irishman. 

But by they way, I read to-day of an account, wherein 
it is proved that the sailors who had won Nelson's battles 
were mostly Americans of Paul Jones' fleet ; the poor fel- 
lows had been captured and treated most ignominiously, 
and King George himself agreed to have them made tars 
on his men-of-war, and the poor fellows induced, or 
rather impelled by circumstances, had to save their lives 
by winning our mother (?) -country's battles. 

In conclusion I advise you poor Anglo-maniacs to re- 
turn to your mama England, and cease with your sicken- 
ing talk of good feeling between America and the 
"mother-country." Trusting you will listen to my advice, 
I remain, Yours truly, 

An American Boy. 



EDITORIAL NOTES. 



The citations which we give in this number of the 
Advocate from various papers, are fairly representative of 
the opinion of both the religious and the general press on 
the Senate's action in rejecting the arbitration treaty, or 
in making it only a fit object of rejection. It is true that 
many papers expressed little regret at the rejection of the 
treaty in the form in which it was finally voted on, but 
the course of the Senate in emasculating and finally re- 
jecting it was as a whole almost universally condemned. 
We could have multiplied these citations by the score, 
and the language would everywhere have been essentially 
the same. One thing was noteworthy in the treatment of 
the subject by the papers, and that was that arbitration is 
considered by them to be stronger than ever before, and 
that there is much less danger to-day of an outbreak of 
war between this country and Great Britain than was 
the case even a few months ago. 

Secretary Sherman has formally notified the British 
government, through Sir Julian Pauncefote, of the fail- 



ure of the Senate to ratify the arbitration treaty. The 
Secretary had no official knowledge of the reasons for the 
rejection of the treaty and so could give Sir Julian none. 
The latter doubtless knows more than he wants to know 
about the Senate's feelings, and was probably quite con- 
tent to receive nothing more than the official announce- 
ment of the rejection of the convention on which he had 
spent so much time and patient effort. How these two 
distinguished men, Sherman and Pauncefote, both of 
whom favored the treaty, must feel in communicating 
with each other about the subject, over the miserable 
fiasco of the Senate, which becomes the more disgusting 
the more points of view it is regarded from ! 



Ex-Secretary of State, John W. Foster, has been sent 
by the President to Great Britain, Russia and Japan 
with practically full powers to negotiate and sign treaties 
for the better protection and preservation of the seals in 
Behring Sea. Hope is entertained that he may be able 
to induce Lard Salisbury to arrange a modus vivendi by 
which all pelagic sealing may be prevented during this 
season. The patrolling of the sea by English and Ameri- 
can ships within the specified distance from the Pribyloff 
islands has proved ineffectual in stopping the extermina- 
tion of the seals, so long as pelagic sealing beyond these 
limits goes on. The four nations interested ought cer- 
tainly to be willing and able to come to an agreement by 
which all their interests in the seal industry may be pre- 
served. Mr. Foster is the wisest and most experienced of 
all our diplomats and will be able certainly to do all that 
can be done in the matter entrusted to him. He goes 
first to Great Britain to consider the subject with the 
Prime Minister. Thence he will goto St. Petersburg and 
afterwards to Japan. The mission is an extended one 
and will take many months for its accomplishment. 



President McKinley's Cuban policy is substantially the 
same as was that of President Cleveland. The Senatorial 
jingoes are already showing their dislike of the " un- 
Americanism" of "that splendid gentleman" in the 
presidential chair. But they are certain not to force 
his hand even by passing Senator Morgan's belligerent 
resolution. Learning officially of the suffering and 
destitution of American citizens in Cuba Mr. McKinley 
sent to Congress on May 17th the following entirely 
unsensational but in every way sensible message : 

"To the Senate and the House of Representatives of 
the United States: 

Official information from our consuls in Cuba estab- 
lishes the fact that a large number of American citi- 
zens in the island are in a state of destitution, suffering 
for want of food and medicines. This applies particu- 
larly to the rural districts of the central and eastern parts. 

The agricultural classes have been forced from their 
farms into the nearest towns, where they are without 
work or money. 



